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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over French (US 
5,651,548) in view of Vuong et al. (US 2002/0147042 A1) and Walker (US 2002/0123376 A1). 

1 . French discloses a management system for the tracking and recording of the player's betting 
activities and chip movement (French: col. 3, lines 35-47). The monitored activities are occurring on a 
game table that utilizes gaming chips such as roulette (French: col. 2, lines 65-67). A player identifies 
themselves at the table by swiping a machine readable card (French: col. 3, lines 44-47) allowing the 
system to associate them to their gaming chips, which each contain an antenna (French: col. 4, lines 
45-48). Each chip transmits its value allowing the system to identify the player's total bet and award 
the player comps based on their betting activity (French: col. 3, lines 36-42) or history. The system 
further compiles the bet totals of a particular player as a means to establish a win-loss record for the 
game table operator (French: col. 3, lines 48-49). 

2. Vuong teaches a system for detecting the outcome of a game of chance (Vuong: par. 9, lines 
1-2). In other words, a roulette wheel containing wireless receiver in each slot interacts with a 
transmitter located inside a roulette ball (Vuong: par. 65). Therefore the system is able to identify 
which slot the ball has landed into (Vuong: par. 1 1 ) based on which receiver obtains the signal. 
Through the gaming objects the system is able to track the number of wins, loses and game results of 
both the player and the dealer (Vuong: par. 89, lines 7-10). The identity of the player and a line of 
credit or deposit is established by swiping a casino distributed player ID card or their own credit card 
(Vuong: par. 90). 

3. French discloses a system that tracks the movement of casino chips (French: abstract), a 
player's betting history (French: col. 3, lines 36-42) and a game operator's activities (French: col. 3, 
lines 48-49) in an effort to monitor all the activities occurring in the casino. French further discloses 
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that other components of a gaming table could be included with radio transmitters and receivers to 
obtain information about the activities occurring at the table (French: col. 3, lines 12-17). Therefore 
one of ordinary skill would include the teachings of Vuong as a means to further increase the 
monitoring capabilities of the system disclosed by French. In others words, the radio frequency (RF) 
system included into the roulette wheel allows for a casino establishment to electronically monitor and 
record the game progress without depending on the integrity of the gaming table operator (French: 
col. 2, lines 34-35). 

4. Walker teaches the use of a pressure sensor to determine the number of chips a player has 
wagered (Walker: par. 141 , lines 4-6) by simply dividing the total weight by the unit weight of a chip. 
French discloses a desire to prevent the use of counterfeit chips at gaming tables (French: col. 2, 
lines 26-27). Therefore one of ordinary skill would include the teachings of Walker as an additional 
means for detecting the use of counterfeit chips into the system disclosed by French. In other words, 
the pressure sensors and the 'number of chips' algorithm allows a casino to detect manufactured 
chips that contain the right RF ID tags but the wrong unit weight. 

5. Regarding claims 1-17, the applicant's limitations towards gaming tables monitoring the 
progress of a game are taught by the art combination of French, Vuong and Walker as described 
above. RF signals are transmitted in a circular pattern increasing the diameter of the signal as it 
moves away from the transmitter. Therefore a system containing multiple transmitters and receivers 
as described by the prior arts would contain signals that cross each other (Vuong: par. 65). 
Furthermore a transmitted signal in an RF system contains some form of identification as a means to 
distinguish itself from all of the other transmitters (French: abstract). The confirmation of the ID tag 
obtained from a roulette ball as a means to verify the integrity of the game and the operator (French: 
col. 3, lines 48-49) is within the scope of the art combination. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to CHRISTIAN E. RENDON whose telephone number is (571)272-31 17. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 9 - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Xuan Thai can be reached on 571-272-7147. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800- 
786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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